
GRADE LEVEL 3: SOCIAL STUDIES  
Overview of Units: 

 Government & Civics/Culture & Societies 

 Geography 

 Historical Perspective 

 Economics  
 
Social studies in the primary grades has a different level/grade context each year. For example, grade four focuses on 
Kentucky studies and regions of the United States. Grade five includes an integrated focus on United States history. 
Regardless of the level/grade context, students incorporate each of the five areas of social studies in an integrated 
fashion to explore the content. 
 
The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed decisions as citizens of a 
culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. The skills and concepts found throughout this 
document reflect this purpose by promoting the belief that students must develop more than an understanding of social 
studies content. They must also be able to apply the content perspectives of several academic fields of the social 
studies to personal and public experiences. By stressing the importance of both content knowledge and its application, 
the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a framework that prepares students to become productive citizens. 
 
The social studies content standards at the intermediate level are directly aligned with Kentucky's Academic 
Expectations. Social Studies standards are organized around five “Big Ideas” that are important to the discipline of 
social studies. The five Big Ideas in social studies are: Government and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Economics, 
Geography and Historical Perspective. The Big Ideas, which are more thoroughly explained in the pages that follow, are 
conceptual organizers that are the same at each grade level. This consistency ensures students have multiple 
opportunities throughout their school careers to develop skills and concepts linked to the Big Ideas. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Big Idea 
UNIT 1: GOVERNMENT & CIVICS/CULTURES & SOCIETIES 

Government & Civics 
The study of government and civics equips students to understand the nature of government and the unique characteristics of representative democracy in 
the United States, including its fundamental principles, structure and the role of citizens. Understanding the historical development of structures of power, 
authority and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of the world is essential for developing civic competence. 
An understanding of civic ideals and practices of citizenship is critical to full participation in society and is a central purpose of the social studies. 

Cultures and Societies 
Culture is the way of life shared by a group of people, including their ideas and traditions. Cultures reflect the values and beliefs of groups in different ways 
(e.g., art, music, literature, religion); however, there are universals connecting all cultures. Culture influences viewpoints, rules, and institutions in a global 
society. Students should understand that people form cultural groups throughout the United States and the World, and that issues and challenges unite and 
divide them. 

 
*Essential Questions: 

1. Why do people need rules and laws?  

2. How can rules and laws help to meet individual needs and promote the common good?  

3. How is my local government organized?   

4. How can social institutions promote the common good?  

  

Specific Content Area Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

A: Building Communities, 
Rules/Laws, and 
Citizenship 
 

Essential Questions: 

*Why do people need rules and 

laws?  

*How can rules and laws help to 

meet individual needs and promote 

the common good?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rules 

 Laws 

 Organizations (school, club, teams) 

 Community 

 Compare 

 Individual Needs 

 Promote 

 Common Good 

 Why rules and rules and laws are necessary 

in a community 

 Government 

 Citizen 

 Democracy 

 Liberty 

 Justice 

 Equality  

 Rights 

 Responsibility 

 Use current events and daily life activities as 

a forum to discuss why community services 

exist. 

 Use current events and daily life activities to 

discuss the purposes of specific laws. 

 Discuss purposes of laws during culture. 

 Perform classroom jobs/duties  

 Discuss school rules and consequences 

 Discuss district discipline policy 

 Help create classroom rules 

 Help develop a classroom “Bill of Rights”. 

 Illinois First Amendment Center Activity 

Book  

 Celebrating Constitution Day and Veterans 

Day  

  EDSITEment: The First Amendment: W 

hat’s Fair in a Free Country lesson plan  

Participate in Junior Achievement  

Visit Natural History Museum  

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Government and Civics: 
SS-EP-1.1.2 
Students will identify and explain the 
purpose of rules within organizations 
(e.g., school, clubs, teams) and compare 
rules with laws.   
 
SS-EP-1.3.1 
Students will define basic democratic 
ideas (e.g., liberty, justice, equality, 
rights, responsibility) and explain why 
they are important today.   
 
SS-EP-1.3.2 Students will identify and 
give examples of good citizenship at 
home, at school, and in the community 
(e.g., helping with chores, obeying rules, 
participating in community service 
projects such as recycling, conserving 
natural resources, donating 
food/supplies) and explain why civic 
engagement in the community is 
important.   

 Rights/responsibilities of US citizens (in 

class, at home and in community/state/nation) 

 Students will compare rules with laws. 

 Understands that there are rights and 

responsibilities within the family, peer group, 

classroom, school, community, state and 

country. 

 Begins to understand that citizens have a 

responsibility to participate in their 

government.   

 Basic Democratic Ideas (liberty, justice, 

equality, rights and responsibilities) 

 Citizenship at home, school and community 

 Characteristics of American democracy 

(fundamental principles, structure, purpose, 

role of citizens) 

 Citizenship 

 Community 

 Citizen participation-explain how 

community services fulfill the needs and 

wants of citizens. 

 

 

CLTs:  

 I can identify classroom/school rules and 

explain why we need them. 

 I can identify laws and explain why we need 

them. 

 I can explain how rules and laws help 

individual needs and promote the common good. 

 I can give examples of what life would be like 

without rules or laws. 

 I can define liberty and justice and give 

examples of each. 

 I can define equality and give an example.    

 I can define rights and give examples (e.g., to 

have equal education, to be safe, to be treated 

fairly, to express my opinion, to express my 

needs). 

 I can define responsibilities and give examples 

(e.g., conducting myself so that others may 

learn, following rules, doing chores, doing my 

homework, caring for a pet).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 I can explain why having rights is important. 

 I can explain why having responsibilities is 

important.   

 I can identify characteristics of a good citizen. 

 I can identify and give examples of good 

citizenship at school and home and explain why 

good citizenship is important at school and 

home. 

 I can define civic engagement.   

 I can explain why civic engagement is 

important in Covington. 

B: Branches of Government 
 
 

Essential Question/s: 

*How is my local government 

organized?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Branches of Government 

 Levels of Government 

 Democracy 

 Rules and Laws 

 Government 

 Offices 

 Government workers 

 Government services 

 Common Good 

 Mayor 

 Citizen 

 Citizenship 

 Civic Engagement 

 Branches and levels of government, specific 

offices and duties 

 Describe how the local government is 

structured (mayor, city council, judge-

executive, fiscal court, local courts) 

 Local Government Services (Police, 

Firefighters, etc.) 

 Process of being elected 

 Responsibility of citizens to vote/make 

choices 

 Real life connections 

 Roles of elected officials 

 Citizenship and civics, being responsible in 

the community. 

 

 

 

 

 Discuss community and state laws as they 

apply to the students and as they come up in 

informal discussions (i.e. crossing at the 

crosswalks, driving and voting at certain ages, 

recycling, etc.) 

 Participate in a mock election 

 Vote to make choices (i.e. naming the class 

pet, selecting a reward video, selecting a team 

name, etc. 

 
 So You Want to Be President by Judith 

St. George 
 Fire! Fire! by Gail Gibbons 
 Firefighters to the Rescue! by Bobbie 

Kalman 
 Where does the garbage go? by Paul 

Showers 

 

 

 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



Government: 
SS-EP-1.1.1 Students will identify basic 
purposes of local government (to 
establish order, provide security and 
accomplish goals); give examples of 
services local governments provide (e.g., 
police and fire protection, roads and 
snow removal, garbage pick-up) and 
identify how they pay for these 
services—taxes) 
 
 
 
SS-EP-1.2.1 Students will describe how 
their local government is structured 
(e.g., mayor, city council, judge-
executive, fiscal court, local courts) and 
compare their local government to other 
community governments in Kentucky.   
 
 
 
SS-EP-1.3.2 Students will identify and 
give examples of good citizenship at 
home, at school, and in the community 
(e.g., helping with chores, obeying rules, 
participating in community service 
projects such as recycling, conserving 
natural resources, donating 
food/supplies) and explain why civic 
engagement in the community is 
important.   

CLTs/Student Friendly Targets:  

 I can identify the basic purposes of local 

government.  

 I can give examples of services that local 

governments provide.  

 I can explain how government pays for the 

goods and services that they provide to the 

community.  

 

 

 

 

 I can describe the structure of local 

government. 

 I can explain the role of and identify who 

makes up the executive branch of 

government at the local level (mayor). 

 I can explain the role of and identify who 

makes up the legislative branch at the local 

level (Metro Council). 

 I can explain the role of and identify who 

makes up the judicial branch at the local level 

(courts). 

 

 

 I can identify and give examples of good 

citizenship in the community. 

 I can share ways that active participation of 

citizens helps local government to function. 

 I can explain why civic engagement in the 

community is important. 

C: Social Institutions 
 
 

Essential Question/s: 

*How can social institutions 

promote the common good?   
 
 
 
 

 Social Institutions 

 Culture 

 Language 

 Traditions/Beliefs 

 Education 

 Religion 

 Community 

 State  

 Nation 

 Have students create individual or group 

culture boxes.   The box will contain different 

artifacts from the child’s cultural background. 

 Distinguishes between appropriate and 

inappropriate social behavior; cooperates with 

other members of a group to make decisions 

and to achieve goals; applies appropriate 

interpersonal skills; understands appropriate 

means of conflict resolution and explores 

conflict resolution. 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cultures and Societies 
SS-EP-2.1.1 Students will describe 
cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, 
traditions, languages, skills, literature, 
the arts). 
 

SS-EP-2.2.1 Students will identify social 
institutions (government, economy, 
education, religion, family) and explain 
how they help the community.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Goods 

 Services  

 Government Services 

 Family  

 Interdependence 

 Students will identify social institutions 

(government, economy, religion, education, 

family) and explain how they help the 

community. 

 Social interactions among various groups of 

people 

 Reinforce that differences can cause 

conflicts within and between groups and 

differences between groups can cause 

prejudice and stereotypes. 

 Stereotypes and prejudices 

 Identify elements of culture and how they 

define specific groups. 

 Interaction with others 

 
CLTs/Student Friendly Targets:  

 I can define culture. 

 

 

 

 I can identify and describe elements of culture 

and give examples of each.   

 I can identify and give examples of social 

institutions.   

 I can identify the social institutions that I 

belong to.   

 I can explain how social institutions help the 

community.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Learn from book Teaching Students to Get 

Along: Reducing Conflict and Increasing 

Cooperation in K-6 classrooms by Lee Carter 

and Katia Peterson 
 More Than Meets the Eye by Bob Raczka 
 Seedfolks by Pual Fleischman 
 Ah, Music! by Aliki 
 Be My Neighbor by Maya Ajmera 
 
 



Big Idea 

UNIT 2: GEOGRAPHY 
Geography includes the study of the five fundamental themes of location, place, regions, movement and human/environmental interaction. Students need 
geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems to better understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography 
has impacted settlement and population, and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the economy and world events. A geographic perspective 
also enables students to better understand the past and present and to prepare for the future. 

 
Essential Questions: 

1.  How do geographic tools help me locate and describe places?  

2.  How does geography affect the way people live and work?  

3.  How do we interact with our environment?  

 

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

A. Our World 
 
 

Essential Questions: 

*How do geographic tools help me 

locate and describe places?  

*How does geography affect the 

way people live and work?  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Map 

 Globe 

 Cardinal Directions (North, South, East, 

West) 

 Compass Rose  

 Map Key/Legend 

 Map Scale  

 Chart 

 Graph 

 Symbol 

 Absolute Location  

 Relative Location 

 Place 

 Climate  

 Landform 

 Continent 

 River  

 Lake 

 Ocean 

 Technology 

 Adapt 

 Environment 

 Locates city, state, county, continent, bodies 

of water and compass rose.   

 Recognizes keys, symbols, and legends.  

 Locate places on a map and/or globe. 

 Make a map of the classroom on a poster 

board and draw themselves at their desk/table. 

 Using a political map of the United States 

and a globe, identify the location of the 

compass rose, map key/legend, and scale. 

 Listen as the teacher writes words 

(continent, country, state, city) one on top of 

the other in pyramid form on the chalkboard 

and point out that the biggest word is also the 

biggest piece of land and so on. 

 Make a seven-continent mini-book to learn 

the continents.  Partition an 8 ½ by 11-inch 

paper into 4 sections.  Glue tiny pictures of 

four continents to the four boxes on one side 

of the paper and the other three continents, 

upside down on the other side.  The eighth box 

that is opposite the first box on the side with 4 

continents, is labeled with the title “The Seven 

Continents.”  Cut a slit between the inner two 

boxes on the sheet.  Fold so that you end up 

with a tiny booklet with only the title show.  

Underneath each picture of the continent, 

leave space for the child to rewrite the name 

of the continent that is written with each map. 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geography 
SS-EP-4.1.1 Students will use geographic 
tools (e.g., maps, globes, mental maps, 
charts, graphs) to locate and describe 
familiar places at home, school, and the 
community. 

 

 
SS-EP-4.1.2 Students will use geographic 
tools to identify major landforms (e.g., 
continents, mountain ranges); bodies of 
water (e.g., oceans, major rivers); and 
natural resources on Earth’s surface and 
use relative location. 
 
SS-EP-4.2.1 Students will describe places 
on Earth’s surface by their physical 
characteristics (e.g., climate, landforms, 
bodies of water). 

 Uses maps and globes to locate borders, 

boundaries, equator, and poles. 

 Geographical tools (globes, thematic maps, 

charts, models, photos, etc) 

 Location information from models/tools-use 

relative location 

 Display information 

 Locating places (latitude, longitude, points, 

N/S Poles, Oceans, continents 

 Mental maps 

 Decisions on locations based on spatial 

factors 

 Regions and characteristics 

 Adaptation/modification of the environment 

 Borders, boundaries 

 Impacting factors of location, (natural 

disasters) 

 
CLTs: 

 I can use geographic tools to locate 

familiar places in my home, school, and 

community. 

 I can use the legend/map key and scale on 
a map. 
 
 

 I can use geographic tools to identify 

major landforms, bodies of water, and 

natural resources on Earth’s surface 

(Covington and Kenton County). 

 

 

 
 I can describe places on Earth’s surface by 
their physical characteristics (Covington and 
Kenton County). 
 I can describe the relative location of 
landforms, bodies of water, and natural 
resources on Earth’s surface.   
  
 
 

 Write to a pen pal.  As responses are 

received, find and discuss their locations. 

 Complete a report on a state and write it on 

paper shaped of the state.  Cut out the states 

and piece them together to make a large map. 
 Discuss current events, discuss studies of 

life science and geographical areas. 

 



B. Our Environment 
 

Essential Questions: 

*How do we interact with our 

environment?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography 
SS-EP-4.1.3 Students will describe how 
different factors (e.g. river, mountains) 
influence where human activities are 
located in the community.   
 
SS-EP-4.3.1 Students will describe 
patterns of human settlement in places 
and regions on the Earth’s surface.   
 
 
SS-EP-4.3.2 Students will describe how 
technology helps us move, settle, and 
interact    

 Physical Map  

 Political Map 

 River  

 Lake 

 Ocean  

 Peninsula 

 Gulf 

 Ocean 

 Hill  

 Mountain 

 Valley  

 Covington 

 Kentucky 

 United States of America 

 Kenton County 

 Ohio River 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Gulf of Mexico 

 Humans and their relationship to the 

physical environment (mountains, 

transportation, technology). 

 Patterns and characteristics of the earth’s 

surface 

 Influences and impact on earth’s surface 

(changes, weathering, erosion) 

 

 

 

CLTs: 

 I can describe how different factors influence 

where human activities are located in 

communities (Covington and Kenton 

County). 

 

 I can identify and explain patterns of 

human settlement in different communities. 
(Covington and Kenton County) 
 
 

 I can describe how technology helps 

people move, settle, and interact in the 

world. 

 Discuss current events, discuss studies of 

life science and geographical areas. 

 Walking Tours of Covington 

 Look at different kinds of maps (physical, 

political, elevation) to show students how the 

environment plays a role in human settlement. 

 Show students how different landforms and 

bodies of water determine where people have 

settled in the past and how this affects the 

present. 

 Look at local map of our county and city.  

Discuss with students the patterns of human 

settlement and what physical features 

promote/limit human activities in our area. 

 Discuss why the city of Covington is 

located on a river.   
 The Pot That Juan Built by Nancy 

Andrews-Goebel 

 The Great Wall of China by Leonard 

Everett Fischer 

 The Great M.C. Higgins by Virginia 

Hamilton 

 Oil Spill!  by Melvin Berger 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 

 



 
 
SS-EP-4.4.1 Students will describe ways 
people adapt to/modify the physical 
environment to meet their basic needs 
(food, shelter, clothing).   
 
 
 
 
SS-EP-4.4.2 Students will describe how 
the physical environment can both 
promote and restrict human activities.     
 
 
 
 

 

 
 I can describe ways people adapt to or change 
the environment to meet their basic needs in the 
past (e.g., food, shelter, clothing). 
 I can describe ways people adapt to or change 
the environment to meet their basic needs in the 
present (e.g., food, shelter, clothing). 
 

 

 

 I can describe how the physical 

environment promotes human activities. 

 I can describe how the physical 

environment restricts or limits human 

activities.   

 I can describe how the physical 

environment of Covington and Kenton 

County can both promote and limit human 

activity.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Big Idea 

UNIT 3: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE  
History is an account of events, people, idea+-9*+-9*1`s, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted through multiple perspectives. In order for 
students to understand the present and plan for the future, they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, 
struggles, accomplishments, and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas, beliefs, 
themes, patterns and events, and how individuals and societies have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States, and the World. 

 

*Essential Questions: 

1.  How do we learn from the past?  

2.  Why is learning about history important?  

3.  How will the past impact our future?  

4.  How do historical symbols, songs, holidays, and places help us to understand our country’s history?   

5.  Why are historical symbols, songs, holidays, and places significant to U.S. citizens today?   

6.  How have people’s lives changed throughout history? 

 

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

A.  Ways to Learn About the 
Past   
 
Essential Questions: 

*How do we learn from the past?  

*Why is learning about history 

important?  

*How will the past impact our 

future?  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Historical Perspective 
SS-EP-5.1.1 Students will use a variety of 
primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, timelines) to interpret 
the past. 
 

 Primary Source 

 Secondary Source 

 Perspective 

 Artifacts 

 Historical events-begins to explain causes 

and effects of historical events. 

 Culture, beliefs, traditions, skills, 

 Interaction among groups and with others 

 History of prejudices, stereotypes 

 Needs and response to basic needs and ways 

needs are met 

 US before various culture emerged and 

since  

 How cultures have changed and adapted to 

today’s lifestyle 

 Diversity of people 

 
CLTs: 
 I can define history. 

 I can identify and give examples of 

primary and secondary sources (e.g., 

artifacts, diaries, photographs) of selves and 
community. 

 Discuss examples of artifacts.   Ask students 

why artifacts are primary sources.    
 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



 
 

 

 I can use primary and secondary sources 

to interpret the past. 

 I can explain how primary and secondary 

sources help me to interpret the past. 

B. Historical Symbols, 
Songs, Holidays, and 
Places 
 

Essential Questions: 

* How do historical symbols, 

songs, holidays, and places help us 

to understand our country’s 

history?   

* Why are historical symbols, 

songs, holidays, and places 

significant to U.S. citizens today?   

 
Historical Perspective 
SS-EP-5.1.1 Students will use a variety of 
primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, timelines) to interpret 
the past. 
 
SS-EP-5.2.1 Students will identify 
significant patriotic and historical songs, 
symbols, monuments/landmarks (e.g., 
“The Star- Spangled Banner,” the 
Underground Railroad, the Statue of 
Liberty) and patriotic holidays (e.g., 
Veterans Day, Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, Fourth of July) and explain their 
historical significance. 

 Holidays 

 Symbols  

 Songs  

 America 

 National  

 Celebrate 

 Monuments 

 Important documents (Constitution, Bill of 

Rights, Preamble, etc) 

 Identify and explain the significance of 

patriotic and historical songs, symbols, 

monuments/landmarks, and holidays. 

 Traditions/customs 

 Special celebrations 

 History of traditions/events 

 Real life connections of today compared to 

the past events/traditions 

 Beliefs, traditions, skills 
 

 

CLTs: 

 I can identify the major patriotic and historical 

songs (e.g., “The Star-Spangled Banner,” “This 

Land Is Your Land,” “Follow the Drinking 

Gourd,” “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”) and 

explain why they are significant.   

 I can identify the major patriotic and historical 

symbols (e.g., bald eagle, American flag, Uncle 

Sam) and explain why they are significant. 

 I can identify the major patriotic and historical 

monuments/landmarks (e.g., the Statue of 

Liberty, Underground Railroad) and explain why 

they are significant. 

 I can identify patriotic holidays (e.g., Veterans 

Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Fourth of July) 

and explain why they are significant.   

 

 

 Use informal conversations, discussions of 

current events, studies of holidays, and 

reading of nonfiction and historical fiction to 

help students look at the reasons events 

occurred. 

 Discuss why and how we celebrate various 

holidays such as Memorial Day, Veteran’s 

Day, President’s Day, and Thanksgiving. 

 Compare and contrast national holidays with 

religious holidays.   Discuss the difference 

between the two.  

 Play and sing patriotic songs such as the Star 

Spangled Banner and America the Beautiful. 

 

 

 Discuss original flag by Betsy Ross using 

book “Betsy Ross” by Alexandra Wallner or 

other books of choice. 

 Follow the Drinking Gourd by Jeanette 

Winter 

 Freedom’s Wings: Corey’s Underground 

Railroad Diary by Sharon Dennis Wyeth 

 Aunt Harriet’s Underground Railroad in the 

Sky by Faith Ringgold 

 A Picture Book of Harriet Tubman by 

David Adler  

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



C. Communities and People 
of the Past  
 

Essential Questions: 

* How have people’s lives 

changed throughout history? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Primary Source 

 Secondary Source 

 Aspects of Culture 

 Perspective 

 Artifact 

 Native Americans 

 Settlement 

 Communication 

 Technology 

 Education 

 Compromise 

 Conflict 

 Cooperation  

 Transportation 

 Patterns of Human Settlement 

 Culture, beliefs, traditions, skills, 

 Interaction among groups and with others 

 History of prejudices, stereotypes 

 Needs and response to basic needs and ways 

needs are met 

 The U.S. before various culture emerged 

and since  

 How cultures have changed and adapted to 

today’s lifestyle 

 Diversity of people 

 Explain reasons for differences in 

languages, climates, and housing. 

 Explain how resources determine 

settlement. 

 Explains how people adapt to or modify the 

environment to meet their needs. 

 KY and its relationship to Native American 

Culture. 

 Understands the effect of progress on daily 

life through homes, transportation, 

inventions, traditions, communication, 

recreation and education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Native American Project: divide students 

into groups and assign each a region of the 

current day United States (Northeast, 

Southeast, Southwest, etc.).  Have students 

research the tribes located in their regions 

based on the elements of culture, geography, 

and history. 

 

 Cheyenne Again by Eve Bunting 

 The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich 

 The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth Speare 

 They Called Her Molly Pitcher by Anne 

Rockwell   

 The Story of Anne Frank by Brenda Ralph 

Lewis 

 I Wonder Why Planes have Wings and 

Other Questions about Transportation by 

Christopher Maynard 

 One Giant Leap: The Story of Neal 

Armstrong by Don Brown 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



Historical Perspective 
SS-EP-5.1.1 Students will use a variety of 
primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, timelines) to interpret 
the past. 
 
SS-EP-5.2.2 Students will identify and 
compare the early cultures of diverse 
groups of Native Americans (e.g., 
Northwest, Southwest, Plains, Eastern 
Woodlands) and explain why they 
settled in what is now the United States.   
 
SS-EP-5.2.3 Students will describe 
change over time in communication, 
technology, transportation, and 
education in the community. 
 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-EP-2.1.1 Students will describe 
cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, 
traditions, languages, skills, literature, 
the arts). 
 
SS-EP-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interactions 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict, 
competition) that occur between 
individuals/groups at home and at 
school.   
 
Geography 
SS-EP-4.3.1 Students will describe 
patterns of human settlement in places 
and regions on the Earth’s surface.   
 
SS-EP-4.4.1 Students will describe ways 
people adapt to/modify the physical 
environment to meet their basic needs 
(food, shelter, clothing).   

CLTs: 

 I can identify early cultures of diverse groups 

of Native Americans (Northwest, Southwest, 

Plains, Eastern Woodlands). 

 I can explain why Native Americans settled in 

what is now the United States. 

 I can describe ways Native Americans adapted 

to and modified the environment to meet their 

needs. 

 I can compare early cultures of diverse groups 

of Native Americans (Northwest, Southwest, 

Plains, Eastern Woodlands). 

 I can describe interactions (compromise, 

cooperation, conflict, competition) between 

Native-American groups and early settlers. 

 I can use primary sources to learn about the 

past in Covington and Kenton County. 

 I can identify symbols, monuments, and/or 

landmarks in Covington and Kenton County and 

explain their importance. 

 I can describe how people in the past lived in 

Covington and Kenton County. 

 I can describe how Covington and Kenton 

County have changed over time in 

communication, technology, transportation, and 

education. 

 I can describe how inventions or advances in 

technology have changed the way of life in our 

city. 

 I can create a time line depicting the history of 

Covington and Kenton County.  



Big Idea 

UNIT 4: ECONOMICS  

Economics includes the study of production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services. Students need to understand how their economic decisions 
affect them, others, and the nation as a whole. The purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their own personal 
lives and as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy. Students need to understand the benefits and costs of economic 
interaction and interdependence among people, societies, and governments. 

 
*Essential Questions: 

1.   Does everyone experience scarcity?    

2.   How are goods and services produced, consumed, and distributed in my community? 

3.   How are goods and services produced, consumed, and distributed around the world? 

4.   How does the availability of resources influence economic decisions?  

 

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

A.  Goods and Services  
 

Essential Questions: 

*Does everyone experience 

scarcity?    

*How are goods and services 

produced, consumed, and 

distributed in my community? 

*How are goods and services 

produced, consumed, and 

distributed around the world? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Goods 

 Services 

 Wants  

 Needs 

 Scarcity 

 Buyer  

 Seller 

 Producer 

 Consumer 

 Distribution 

 Production 

 Consumption 

 Business 

 Profit 

 Market 

 Economy 

 Entrepreneur 

 Financial Institutions 

 Technology 

 Specialization 

 Interdependence 

 Natural, Capital, and Human Resources 

 Understands that goods and services 

satisfy wants and needs. 

 

 

 Create a chart of goods and services that are 

important in students’ lives.   

 Sort goods and series according to needs and 

wants. 

 Ask a businessperson to talk to the class 

about what he/she produces or provides a 

service for.   

 

 Those Shoes by Maribet Boelts 

 

 
 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



Economics 
SS-EP-3.1.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to scarcity (e.g., 
opportunity cost, wants and needs, 
limited productive resources--natural, 
human, capital) and explain that scarcity 
requires people to make economic 
choices and incur opportunity costs. 
 
SS-EP-3.3.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to markets 
(e.g., market economy, markets, wants 
and needs, goods and services, profit, 
consumer, producer, supply and 
demand, barter, money, trade, 
advertising). 
 
SS-EP-3.3.2 Students will explain 
different ways that people acquire 
goods and services (by trading/bartering 
goods and services for other goods and 
services or by using money). 
 
SS-EP-3.4.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to production, 
distribution, and consumption (i.e., 
goods and services, wants and needs, 
supply and demand, specialization, 
entrepreneur) and describe various 
ways goods and services are distributed 
(e.g., by price, first-come-first-served, 
sharing equally). 
 
SS-EP-3.4.2 Students will describe how 
new knowledge, technology/tools, and 
specialization increase productivity in 
our community, state, nation, and 
world.   
 
SS-EP-3.4.3 Students will define 
interdependence and give examples of 

CLTs: 

 I can define basic economic terms related 

to markets (e.g. markets, goods, services, 

producer, consume, supply and demand, 

barter, money, trade). 

 I can define and give examples of limited 

productive resources. (natural, human, 

capital) 

 I can analyze differences between limited 

natural resources, limited human resources, 

and limited capital resources. 

 

 I can identify and give examples of 

economic institutions. (banks) 

 I can identify and give examples of 

economic institutions in Covington and 

Kenton County. 

 

 

 

 I can explain different ways in which 

people acquire goods and services in 

Covington and Kenton County. 

 

 

 I can define basic economic terms related 

to production, distribution, and 

consumption (e.g., goods and services, 

wants and needs, supply and demand, 

specialization, entrepreneur). 

 I can describe various ways goods and 

services are produced, distributed, and 

consumed in communities. 

 I can describe how the specialization jobs 

effect the production and distribution of 

goods and services. 

 I can describe the role entrepreneurs have 

in the production and distribution of goods 

and services. 

 

 I can describe how new knowledge, 

technology, and specialization increase 

productivity in communities. 

 



how people in our communities, states, 
nation, and world depend on each other 
for goods and services.   

 I can give examples of how people in 

communities depend on each other for 

goods and services. 

 I can give examples of how people in 

Covington and Kenton County depend on 

each other for goods and services. 

 I can explain how we use resources from 

our world to meet our needs (food/growing 

crops; clothing/sheering wool, growing 

cotton; and shelter/cutting timber; etc.). 

B.  Making Economic 
Decisions 
 

Essential Questions: 

* How does the availability of 

resources influence economic 

decisions?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Scarcity 

 Opportunity Cost 

 Bank  

 Money 

 Saving  

 Spending 

 Financial Institutions 

 Loan 

 Goods and Services 

 Wants and Needs 

 Supply/Demand and how it determines the 

prices and availability in a market. 

 Barter 

 Trade 

 Production 

 Consumption 

 Distribution 

 Resources  

 Specialization 

 Technology 

 Market Economy 

 Natural, Capital, and Human Resources 

 Interdependence 

 Profit 

 Further understands that a household is an 

economic system. 

 Economic problems, systems, and 

institutions 

 Understands that money has replaced 

barter as a more efficient system for 

exchange. 

 Understands that the Government has a role 

in private and business economics 

 Economics systems and institutions 

 Give examples of when students would have 

to make choices in purchasing items. 

 Experience opportunity cost during daily 

choice making activities. 

 Learn to choose between options (e.g., 

selecting lunch items, etc.) 

 Understand why their parents work. 

 Discuss current and daily events. 

 Interview their parents as to how they make 

economic decisions. 

 Use current trends to illustrate how society 

is driven by what they cannot easily obtain 

(i.e. Pokemon, Beanie Babies, etc.) 

 Understand that products are made because 

so many people want them, and that not many 

are produced once the fad is over. 

 Participate in an activity in which students 

are paid with packaging peanuts that must be 

kept in their possession. 

 Discuss the difficulties of keeping so many 

peanuts and decide why paper money is more 

efficient. 

 

 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Economics 
SS-EP-3.1.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to scarcity (e.g., 
opportunity cost, wants and needs, 
limited productive resources--natural, 
human, capital) and explain that scarcity 
requires people to make economic 
choices and incur opportunity costs. 
 
SS-EP-3.2.1 Students will identify and 
give examples of economic institutions 
(banks) and explain how they help 
people deal with the problem of scarcity 
(e.g., loan money, save money) in 
today’s market economy. 

 
SS-EP-3.3.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to markets 
(e.g., market economy, markets, wants 
and needs, goods and services, profit, 
consumer, producer, supply and 
demand, barter, money, trade, 
advertising). 
 
SS-EP-3.3.2 Students will explain 
different ways that people acquire 
goods and services (by trading/bartering 
goods and services for other goods and 
services or by using money). 

 Government’s role in economic systems 

(public and private) 

 Economics systems and institutions 

 Choices about what to produce and 

purchase 

 Decision making 

 Opportunity cost and choice related to 

supply and demand 

 Understands that taxes pay for public goods 

and services and private goods and services 

are businesses for profit. 

 

CLTs: 
 I can define scarcity. 
 I can identify an opportunity cost and 
the limited resource in an economic 

situation. 

 I can explain why people cannot have all 

the goods and services they want. 

 

 

 
 I can explain how economic institutions help 

people deal with scarcity. (loan money, save 

money) 
 

 

 
 

 I can explain how advertising is used to 

impact consumers. 

 I can explain how supply and demand 

affects consumers. 

 I can name ways to solve economic 

problems (prioritizing resources, 

saving, loaning, and spending money). 

 

 

 I can explain how consumers in the past 

used bartering, but now use money in 

markets. 

 

 


